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    MATTHEW 27 NOTES 
 
Matthew 27: 1-2; 11-26 --Jesus and Pilate 
 As ruler of Judea, Samaria, and Idumea from AD 26-36, Pilate would be called the 
governor or procurator (senior official), had the reputation of being a harsh tyrant, but found 
himself manipulated by the Jewish leadership with respect the crucifixion of Jesus. What does 
Pilate do and say that indicates that he is convinced Jesus is innocent? ____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Historical background that helps explain Pilate’s dilemma: 
 “All four evangelists give their own account of the trial by Pontius Pilate (Mt 27, Mk 15, 
Lk 23, Jn 18). In all four Pilate’s opening question is ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ For Pilate, 
Christ had to be shown as a threat to Roman rule. Luke 18:2 lists three items in the indictment 
Caiaphas and the others laid against him—perverting the nation, forbidding the payment of 
tribute to Caesar, saying that he is Christ the King. Two elements in Jesus’ answer convinced 
Pilate that this was no case for his intervention. ‘My kingdom is not of this world,’ the 
revolutionary said! And again, ‘For this was I born, for this I came into the world, to give 
testimony to the truth.’ 
 Pilate was no fool. He saw that the Jewish leaders clearly had reasons of their own for so 
passionately wanting the man dead. The powers Rome allowed the Sanhedrin varied under 
different rulers, and as things were they could not put a man to death. Pilate must oblige. Why 
did he not simply play along with them? We know enough about Pilate to make a reasonable 
guess. They wanted him to do their dirty work, so he felt, and he resented it. Not because the 
work was dirty—there was too much blood on his hands for that. What he must have resented 
was being used as a convenience. Above all by the Jewish leaders. He disliked Jews. His patron 
in Rome, the Emperor’s minister Sejanus, was strongly anti-Jew, had in fact been behind the 
expulsion of Jews from Rome in AD 19. Pilate had had three major conflicts with them. Two of 
these had been settled in Judea, with Pilate winning one and forced to yield ignominiously in 
the other. The third had gone to Tiberius Caesar himself. Pilate again lost and was censured by 
the terrifying little man in Rome. 
 Three times or four Pilate told the leaders that he could find no case for the death 
sentence against Jesus. But they kept the pressure steadily on him. If Jesus was tried as late as 
the year 31, Pilate would have had a special reason to avoid the Emperor’s notice; in October of 
that year his patron, the great Sejanus himself, was executed by Tiberius, and many of his 
friends in Rome committed suicide to avoid worse. But, even before that, the high priests knew, 
and Pilate knew that they knew, that he would do a great deal to avoid their reporting him 
again to Tiberius. Yet he must have loathed the notion of being pushed around by them. He saw 
two loopholes, and tried both—an appeal to the crowd, and a transfer of the whole case to 
Herod the Tetrarch. 
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 A few years later Pilate was summoned to Rome—Samaritans complained of a massacre 
he had ordered—and that is the last we hear of him. His niche in Roman history is tiny: Tacitus 
mentions him as having put Christ to death.”1 
 
 There are two other reasons that the Jews brought Jesus to Pilate. “First, they were 
scared of Jesus and his popularity and what the reaction might be if it was found out that they 
had killed him. If there was a popular backlash about his death, they wanted it to be directed at 
the Romans, not themselves. Second, if the Romans killed him, it would be done by crucifixion, 
which was a particularly cruel and torturous means of death and carried with it a divine curse. 
According to Deuteronomy 21:22-23, anyone hanged on a tree becomes ‘accursed by God.’ This 
would discredit Jesus’ claim to be a Messiah. How could the true Messiah die a death that was 
accursed by God?”2 Finally, although “Pilate was subordinate to the Roman legate in Syria, he 
had the authority to condemn a criminal to death—which was why the Jewish leaders brought 
Jesus before Pilate: They were seeking a public sentence of death, to counteract Jesus’ 
reputation and erase his teaching from people’s minds.”3 
 
 Why would the Jewish leaders emphasize the title “King of the Jews” with Pilate? What 
political ramifications were they tapping into? ________________________________________ 
It is interesting to note that only the Wise Men use this title in a positive way in the entire 
Gospel of Matthew. 
 
 How was Jesus’ silence in Pilate’s presence foretold by Isaiah 53:7 and Psalm 38:12-14? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Pilate would not be able to understand the spiritual nature of Jesus’ kingdom and the true task 
of Messiah if Jesus had launched into a long explanation.   “Sometimes the right thing for a 
Christian to do is to remain silent, bearing out what Isaiah says elsewhere: ‘in quietness and in 
trust shall be your strength’ (Is 30:15).  And so Jesus remained silent.  
 Why do you speak, to console yourself or to excuse yourself? Say nothing. Seek joy in 
contempt; you will always receive less than you deserve. Can you, by any chance, ask: ‘What 
evil have I done?’”4 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Only Matthew records the incident of Pilate’s wife’s dream (27:19). Like the Infancy 
Narratives earlier, Matthew views dreams as “channels for divine warning and instruction.” 
 
Matthew 27: 3-10—The Death of Judas 
 Both Judas and Peter betrayed Jesus—as do we. However, their responses dramatically 
differed. What lesson do you glean from this? ________________________________________ 

                                                      
1 Sheed, Frank. To Know Christ Jesus. (c) 1980 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 356-357, 360. 
2 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 73-74. 
3 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew- with Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 
227-228. 
4 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew, pp 229. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “It is never God who makes our lives complicated or morose or unhappy. It is we who do 
it by not realizing the grace of being forgiven, being freed to confess the truth about ourselves 
because we have been forgiven. A person who has been forgiven is a happy person, a person 
who is at ease… Spiritually we still grieve for our sins and our faults, but we go forward when 
we are forgiven. 
 There is a legend that Saint Peter, having wept at cockcrow at the denials that were 
instigated by his weakness, wept so much throughout his life that he wept furrows into his 
cheeks. But Peter didn’t just sit there and weep. He went out and preached and he taught. He 
was a pilgrim going from place to place, and he suffered and he died. When we have real 
contrition, it is never inert. It is never something that in any way invites us to melancholy, much 
less to despair, but it begets in us a new intention to do and to suffer for Christ.”5 
 
 How was the purchase price foreseen by Zechariah 11:12-13? _____________________ 
 
Matthew 27: 27-31—Jesus’ Treatment by the Soldiers 
 Pilate unsuccessfully attempts to offload his problem onto Herod, under whose 
jurisdiction Jesus lived. What detail does John add in his Gospel that tells us what a frustrated 
Herod did to Jesus (Jn 23:11)? _____________________________________________________ 
How might this have prompted the governor’s soldiers to proceed in their cruel mockery and 
theatrics with the crown and reed? _________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How was this treatment of Jesus as a king ironical? ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Matthew is painting quite a portrait of Jesus as king of a new Kingdom. A review of the 
Beatitudes indicate the puzzling nature of its citizens (poor in spirit, mourning, etc.)--- not quite 
what one would expect. How is their King proving to be equally surprising? ________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Historical note: The Praetorium is the residence of the ruling Roman official, in this case, Pilate. 
He had come in from his usual residential palace (in Caesarea on the Mediterranean shore) for 
the Feast of Passover to ensure there were no riots. 
 
Matthew 27: 32—Simon of Cyrene 
 How does Mark 15:21 imply that possibly Simon’s sons became prominent members of 
the early Church? _______________________________________________________________ 
 How do you typically carry your cross—complaining, resigned, or willingly? (Mt 16:24) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  “Learn from Jesus, who carries the Cross for you: you carry it for Jesus. But don’t 
drag the Cross. Carry it squarely on your shoulder, because your Cross, if you carry it like that, 
will not be just any Cross. It will be the Holy Cross. Don’t carry your Cross with resignation: 
                                                      
5 Mother Mary Francis of Our Lady, reflection entitled “The Courage That Comes from Being Healed,” in March 
2023 Magnificat, Vol. 24, No. 13. 



 4 

resignation is not a generous word. Love the Cross. When you really love it, your Cross will be a 
Cross without a Cross.”6 
 
Matthew 27: 33-56- The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 
 
 Is Matt 27:46 a cry of abandonment or triumph? Knowing that it is the first line of Psalm 
22, and that intoning the first line of this well-known Psalm would bring to mind its remainder, 
what was Jesus declaring? ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Even at this extreme height of holy anguish, Jesus’ cry of distress was not a cry of 
distrust. The Father’s face had been eclipsed—yes—but Jesus knew He was still there, through 
the darkened distance, not only carrying Him through this torment but finding satisfaction in a 
job well done by His beloved Son.”7 
 
 Compare Matt 27:50 to John 19:30 and Genesis 3:15. What exactly is “finished”? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How is this the shout of a victorious conqueror, a cry of jubilation? _______________________ 
 “What he had become man to do was now done: expiation had been made, sufficient 
and overflowing for the first sin which had made the breach between God and the human race, 
and all the sins by which the breach had been widened. This was atonement. Disguised by our 
pronunciation, the meaning of the word is at-one-ment. God and the human race had been at-
two: now, and forever, they would be at one. Individual men might still separate themselves 
from God, but no one could separate the race of man.”8 
 
 How might the tearing of the Temple veil have led to the conversion of many Jewish 
priests in the early days of the Church? (Acts 6:7)______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “The curtain of the temple was hung between the Temple’s two holiest chambers, the 
holy place and the most holy place (Ex 26:31-34). The veil was a sign that God’s infinite holiness 
could not be approached by sinners (Heb 9:8). With Jesus’ saving death, forgiveness is secured 
for man, and access to heaven is reopened (Eph 2:18; Heb 10: 19-22)- and the termination of 
the Old Covenant was prophetically announced. This is announced by God Himself, who tears 
the veil from top to bottom. 
 Mark uses the same Greek expression (‘torn’) to describe God ‘tearing’ the heavens at 
the Baptism of Jesus. If a connection is being made between these two events, as seems likely, 

                                                      
6 Escriva, Josemaria, Holy Rosary, 4th Sorrowful Mystery—quoted in the Commentary of The Navarre Bible: St 
Matthew, pp233. 
7 DeMoss, Nancy Leigh. The Quiet Place: Daily Devotional Readings. (c) 2012 by Moody Publishers, Chicago, IL, 
March 18. 
8 Sheed, pp 364. 
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it may have been the outer veil draped in front the sanctuary that was rent in two, since history 
testifies that it was embroidered with images of the heavens and the cosmos.”9 
 
Matthew 27: 57-61- The Burial of Jesus 
 What is interesting about both Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How risky was it to ask for Jesus’ body? Why might they now be willing to take that risk? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “It was customary for well-to-do Jews to build tombs for themselves on their own 
property. Most of these tombs were excavated out of rock, in the form of a cavern; they would 
have had a small hall or vestibule leading to the tomb proper. At the end of the hall, which 
would only have been a few metres long, a very low doorway gave access to the burial 
chamber. The first entrance door, which was at ground level, was closed off by a huge stone 
which could be rolled (it was called a ‘gobel’), fitted into a groove to make rolling easier.”10 
 
Geographical Note: Arimathea was located along the Samaritan border and was near where 
Jesus healed the ten lepers, with only the Samaritan one returning to give thanks. 
 
 This account of Jesus’ burial, (along with Mark 15:40-47, Luke 23:49-56, and John 19:38-
42), “establish the fact that Jesus was really dead and that on Easter Sunday morning the 
women did not go to the wrong place. Unless Jesus had really died, Pilate would not have 
allowed the release of the corpse (v. 58) and Joseph would not have placed the corpse in the 
burial cave (vv. 59-60). The women, who had known Jesus for a long time (v. 55), saw him die 
and also the tomb in which the corpse of Jesus had been placed (v. 61).”11  
 
Matthew 27: 62-66—The Tomb Guarded 
 What precautions did the Jews take to ensure that the disciples did not steal Jesus’ 
body? How did these measures actually later help people believe in the resurrection? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “The story of the guarding of Jesus’ tomb is a passage found only in Matthew’s Gospel. 
For the first time in the passion narrative, the Pharisees appear along with the chief priests (v 
62) and demand that Pilate establish a guard around Jesus’ tomb. Their suspicion that Jesus’ 
disciples might steal his corpse probably reflects the Pharisees’ response to the early Christian 
preaching about the resurrection of Jesus. According to Matthew, Pilate refused their request. 
So the opponents established their own guard at the tomb, thus affirming that Jesus really died 
and that they too knew where he was buried.”12 

                                                      
9 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew: with Commentary, Notes, and Study Questions by Scott 
Hahn and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 69. 
10 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew, pp 237. 
11 Karris, Robert, OFM, editor. The Collegeville Bible Commentary: New Testament. (c) 1992 by The Liturgical Press, 
Collegeville, MN, pp 901. 
12 The Collegeville Bible Commentary: The New Testament, pp 902. 


